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# Observational Drawing
) Lesson Developed by:
Title of the Lesson Nia Mason

Drawing From Observation

Lesson designed for Grade(s)

Time Required for Lesson:
2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th grade 20 to 25 minutes for each drawing

Lesson Description
Introduce the concept of a contour drawing. Various fruits and/or vegetables are in front of the students to
observe and draw. Begin with one object. (Whole beets, bell peppers, egg plant, pomegranate, etc.) Introduce
an additional object(s) in the second drawing.

i f this Lesson . . R
gtgc;gi?s(s\irﬁl ;nderstand that: Essential Question(s) of this Lesson:
Students will answer:
" Arntists observe and record the world around them. . L
. W deye : sir skiblig?
- Artists practice their craft by drawing what they see. How (?m.s an artist de»leo;() their skills?
v g . What is a contour drawing?

Indicators of Student Learning
SKILLS — Students will be able to:

CONTENT ~ Students will know: * make a contour drawing showing the outline of

+  how to draw a contour drawing an object

. draw two or three objects in relation to each

. how to draw an object in front of or behind .
N ; . ther so that they are in front of, next to or
another object so that one is only partiafly othe g
viewed behind each other
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Studenis will:
_X_ demonstrate independence.

_X_ build strong content knowledge.
_ tespond to the varying degrees of audience, 1ask, purpose, and discipline.
__comprehend as well as critique

__ value evidence.
_X_ use technology and digital media strategically and capably.
. come {0 understand other perspectives and cultures.
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Common Core Learning Standards Addressed
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Learning Experiences

I 1. Introduce and discuss examples of artworks (drawings and paintings) that demonstrate "Still Life"

/ compositions

’ «  Identify evidence of spacial relationships
»  Identify the positioning of objects

» 2. Create several sketches of the objects viewed

s 3. Draw what you see, not what you know

* 4. Complete drawing.

« 5. Gallery walk to see, discuss the work completed.

Culminating Class Activity

Pick one of the drawings completed and paint with watercolor.

Suggested Resources for this Lesson

Examples of drawings of Still Life

Using images from the on-line collections of:
Guggenheim Museum

Metropolitan Museum

City of New York

Whitney Museum



