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Wednesday 9 July 2014

By KAMOHELO MOHAPI
PARENTS send their kids to school
thinking they’ll be safe there.

But playgrounds have become danger-
ous and even deadly!

Everyone is worried about the serious
cases of violence at Mzansi schools that
keep making headlines.

Bullying is a big problem. It can be de-
fined as one or more people focusing on
and repeatedly hurt-
ing someone else
physically or mental-
ly.
And it is not just
kids who bully one an-
other. -
Bullying also hap-
pens between teach-
ers, pupils and even
principals.

According to a 2012
report, bullying is
worst at inner city schools.

The Centre For Justice and Crime Pre-
vention pointed out in their study pub-
lished last year that most violent inci-
dents at schools were carried out by the
pupils themselves.

When pupils are exposed to violence
when they are still young, they learn to
communicate by being cruel.

Shockingly, kids have a bigger
chance of becoming victims of vi-
olence while they're at school
than when they’re away from
school.
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problem with violence in schools, fol-
lowed by the Western Cape and Limpopo.

The Northern Cape was the worst
when it came to sexual assaults, with
11,2% of pupils becoming victims.

There are many different types of bul-
lying:

B Physical bullying: when people uses
their bodies or weapons to gain power
over others.

This includes kicking,
punching, hitting and
other physical attacks.

B Verbal bullying oc-
" curs when words are
used in a negative way.

This includes insults,
teasing and put-downs
to gain power over
. someone else’s life.

B Non-verbal bully-
ing: actions that are
meantto insult or tease someone, includ-
ing making rude signs, leaving someone
out of a game on purpose and graffiti.

B Social bullying: causing problems
for someone’s social life through actions
such as gossiping.

B Sexual bullying: any sort of bullying
that has to do with sex.

B Cyber bullying: the use of platforms
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such as email, WhatsApp and social net-
works to bully a person by sending
threatening messages or spreading gos-
sip. Bullying can turn deadly.

B In October, Daily Sun published a
story about 18-year-old Bongani Nkab-
inde of Izimele High School in KZN who
was speared to death by arival tradition-
al music group.

W In 2012, the People’s Paper pub-
lished the story of Nkululeko Ndlovu
(18), who was shot dead at Phineas
Xulu Secondary School in
Vosloorus. Some pupils said
he was a bully but many
said he did not de-
serve to die.
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in one week.

An 18-year-old from Vorentoe High
School in Westdene, Joburg was stabbed
to death at the school gate and a 16-year-
old was stabbed at Beauvallon Second-
ary School in the Western Cape.

B Another teenager in Athlone, Cape
Town was stabbed to death with a pair
of scissors on a school bus in March.

carry weapons
to school




